
Investment in Surface Mount 
Technology (SMT) sees 
production capacity soar
CP Electronics is delighted to announce investment  
in additional new and advanced surface mount 
technology (SMT) equipment, which should see 
production increase by a third. SMT is a process of 
producing electronic circuits by placing electrical 
components onto the surface of printed circuit 
boards (PCBs). The new line has all the equipment 
linked together increasing productivity whilst 
maintaining quality of our products. We vigorously 
test 100% of our products before they are sent to 
our customers, and our investment in SMT will help 
us manage the increasing demand for our lighting 
controls, with the aim of remaining the UK’s leading 
lighting controls manufacturer. With the market 
remaining buoyant, our continual growth and the 
release of new products, this marks a critical 
development for the future of CP Electronics.

www.cpelectronics.co.uk

“We aim to continue to be the UK 
market leader and ultimately build on 
our international footprint, becoming 
a global business and a global brand.”
– Marcus Martin, CP Electronics CEO 

We speak exclusively to newly 
appointed CEO Marcus Martin 
and Director Paul Mans on the 
history, present and future of  
CP Electronics.
We can see that there are exciting 
times ahead for CP Electronics. Marcus, 
as CEO, how do you envisage these will 
be realised?

Marcus: I envisage continuity. We continue 
to invest in R&D, and continue to invest in 
our people. Even though we are expanding 
at a rapid rate we are retaining our family 
feel, which is important to us.

Paul, congratulations on your  
20th anniversary at CP Electronics. 
When your father started the company 
in 1970 did you ever visualise  
CP Electronics where it is today?

Paul: I was 26 years old when I started at 
CP Electronics and the company needed 
an injection of energy. I believe that the 
company’s success has come from the 
people who work here. “Always hire 
someone better than you.” There you 
are; I’ve given you the secret to success, 
now go run with it! When we reached 
£1m turnover in 2000 I remember betting 
Mark Andrew [Sales and Marketing 
Director] that we wouldn’t get to £5m. 
We certainly got there. I lost the bet and I 
had a large pay-out to make.

continued on page 2…
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Be the first to hear about our latest product and service innovations, and project insights

– smarter,  
higher and further detection
CP Electronics introduces a new range of microwave and PIR detectors specifically 
designed for KNX applications. KNX unites building systems which were previously 
installed separately, allowing schemes to be constructed using components from any 
manufacturer. CP Electronics provide the presence detector as part of the KNX system 
which will control luminaires or HVAC systems from other manufacturers. The units 
offer a number of configuration options, designed to 
provide the installer with maximum flexibility and minimum installation time.

For more information call us on +44 (0)333 900 0671 or visit our website

http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk
http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk/energy-saving-products/knx-presence-detectors
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..Interview with 
CEO Marcus 
Martin and 
Director Paul 
Mans continued

“Though we 
are expanding 

at a rapid 
rate we are 

retaining our  
family feel”

The company has grown a great deal 
in the last 10 years. What memorable 
changes have you both encountered?

Paul: I remember 2006 being a pivotal 
year for us, which was down to sales 
and product strategy. We went from 
£2m to £4m in one year which carved 
our path to becoming a medium sized 
company. Our workforce grew rapidly, 
and the formation of departments was 
an exciting development to witness.

Marcus: I agree; our investment 
decisions over the years have bought 
about key changes. One of the most 
memorable being our move to Brent 
Crescent, which cemented our shift from 
a small to medium sized company and 
becoming the UK market leader.

What do you enjoy most about 
working at CP Electronics?

Marcus: There is an entrepreneurial spirit 
to CP, which is special. The customers 
always come first and we’re product 
focussed, which is exciting.

Paul: It’s also a fun place to work with 
plenty of different characters around.  
I hate having the same day twice in a 
row and that never happens here.

“Always hire 
someone 

better than 
you”

What inspires you both about the 
lighting controls industry?

Marcus: New product development 
is exciting, that’s why the walls in my 
office are plastered with designs of new 
products! The process of designing, 
building and distributing your products 
is amazing and something I enjoy being 
part of.

Paul: I love inventing. I like the intellectual 
and technical challenge the lighting 
controls industry brings. I also find there is 
quite a satisfying feeling that comes from 
saving energy. I have a spreadsheet which 
tells me in one year we save the same 
amount of CO² as over 4,000 cars on the 
road produce. Isn’t that incredible?

Is it too tough to ask you both for a CP 
highlight over the years?

Marcus: I thought the launch of our 
Vitesse Modular lighting control system 
was perfect and streamlined. It couldn’t 
have gone better for us. It was the right 
product, right concept at the right time.

Paul: For me, it was when we reached 
£1m turnover in 2000. It was a landmark 
and we believed from here that anything 
was possible.

Can you both tell us something that 
very few people know about you?

Marcus: I started out wanting to be 
either a painter or a musician (neither 
of which I do now). I also came to 
work with two black eyes once from a 
dismasted yacht.

Paul: I’m colour blind, which causes 
some trouble when I need to read the 
colour code for a resistor. I also hate 
the saying “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”. 
It implies everything is perfect with no 
need for change, but there is always a 
need for change. Nothing is perfect and 
if you think it is then you won’t succeed.

“In one year 
we save the 

same amount 
of CO² as over 

4,000 cars 
on the road 

produce”
Where do you see CP Electronics 
heading in the future?

Paul: We will become a global player.

Marcus: I agree - we aim to continue to 
be the UK market leader and ultimately 
build on our international footprint, 
becoming a global business and a 
global brand.

Paul Mans left handing over 
the reigns to Marcus Martin

http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk
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CP Northern win Electrical 
Industry Energy & Carbon 
Saving Award 
Stafford based system partner  
CP Northern have been awarded 
The Electrical Industry Energy & 
Carbon Saving Award for the 
company’s involvement in the 
refurbishment of the Brynmor 
Jones Library at the University  
of Hull.

CP Northern supplied a RAPID 
system for the day to day running 
of lighting, ventilation fans and 
water solenoids in the library, to 
help minimise the building’s 
environmental impact and running 
costs. The system is monitored and 
controlled through a front end PC, 
which also provides testing and 
monitoring of emergency lighting.

It is estimated that the new system 
will provide a saving of 71,734 Kwh 
per annum on lighting costs which 
equates to 39 tons of CO² 

(approximately 13 times as much as 
a family of 5 would use in their home 
in a year). For more information on 
CP Northern Ltd please contact  
+44 (0)845 0755884 or visit their 
website www.cpnorthern.co.uk

CP take part in Edmundson 
Electrical ‘speed dating’

CP Electronics took part in a ‘speed 
dating’ event on 9th October 2014 at 
The Mecure Hotel in Bristol. The event 
gave lighting control manufacturers a 
chance to meet Edmundson Electrical 
employees from the western region, 
and provide them with information on 
their respective products. This was a 
great opportunity for CP Electronics to 
showcase its range of light controls, 
meet new branches and show support to 
Edmundson Electrical.

Introducing new International 
Sales Manager, Ricardo Diaz
CP Electronics is delighted to introduce Ricardo 
Diaz. As International Sales Manager, Ricardo 
will be leading the international expansion of 
CP Electronics, bringing with him a vast amount 
of technical knowledge on international energy 
projects as well as in distribution channels.

We hope you will join us in giving him a warm 
welcome to CP Electronics!

For more information contact Ricardo  
on +44 (0)772 11 28212  
or email ricardo.diaz@cpelectronics.co.uk.

CP Electronics’ Vitesse Modular 
– reinventing lighting  
connection systems
CP Electronics has launched a comprehensive 
and intuitive brochure for its Vitesse Modular 
range to help businesses reduce costs by utilising 
products from its advanced range of energy 
saving controls.

The innovative modular design of Vitesse 
Modular allows users to extend the system, 
adding modules as and when they are needed 
from 4-way to 16-way. With both single and 
now 2-channel switching options in the VITM4 
range which provides a neat, flexible answer for 
a wide range of lighting projects.

As ease of connection is an important element  
with modular systems,  
CP Electronics has included 
simple-to-follow wiring 
diagrams. For those 
viewing the new brochure 
online, a hyperlink also 
provides access to a 
handy and informative 
installation video 
tutorial.  

http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk
http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk/energy-saving-products/lighting-connection---distribution-systems
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Join us on social media
Find us on your favourite networks to hear about the latest product releases, project case studies and news updates from CP Electronics:

Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Linkedin ‘Like’ us on Facebook Subscribe to our videos 
on YouTube

www.cpelectronics.co.uk
CP Electronics, Brent Crescent, London NW10 7XR UK
t +44 (0)333 900 0671 | info@cpelectronics.co.uk

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas  
and a Happy New Year! Warmest wishes  

to all from the CP Electronics team

Somerstown 
Community Hub 
Where: Somerstown, Portsmouth.

Building: Municipal facility.

Brief: To supply a variety of lighting 
solutions for a new community 
facility, Somerstown Central.

Products: CP’s RAPID hard wired 
DALI 64 LCM, mini DALI PIR, CPIR 
presence detectors, MWS3A 
microwave detectors and standalone 
compact ceiling mounted PIRs; 
EBDSPIR-PRMs were also installed 
throughout the building.

Fact: CP Electronics’ lighting controls 
have contributed to the building 
being granted a BREEAM Excellent 
rating.

Pembroke College, 
Oxford University
Where: Oxford, Oxfordshire.

Building: Educational and 
recreational facilities.

Brief: To provide accurate and easy 
adjustment of light levels. Flexibility 
and ease of use, combined with 
maximum energy efficiency were key 
considerations for the College.

Products: CP’s RAPID system, 
EBDSPIR-PRM and other products 
were used to control illumination 
levels.

Fact: Founded in 1624, Pembroke is 
one of the traditional colleges which 
make up Oxford University.

Project News A selection of recent projects benefiting from our lighting controls.

Reading Station 
Car Park
Where: Reading, Berkshire.

Building: Multi-storey car park.

Brief: In use 24/7, 365 days a year, 
lighting is required every single 
hour. With the excellent dimming 
capabilities of CP’s PIR detectors, light 
levels are reduced down to 10% when 
no pedestrian or vehicle movement 
and turned on to full brightness when 
demanded, providing significant 
financial and energy savings without 
compromising the safety of customers 
returning to their vehicle.

Products: EBMPIR-MB batten mount 
PIR detectors have been installed 
with one PIR per three LEDs through 
mounted light fittings.

Fact: The projected cost savings are 
anticipated to be in the region of 60%. 

Watch our video here  
www.cpelectronics.co.uk/projects/reading

For more projects visit our new projects page  
www.cpelectronics.co.uk/latest-projects

http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk
http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk/projects/energy-savings-for-reading-station
http://www.cpelectronics.co.uk/latest-projects

